
Many of us have been busy working 

towards the productions that are due 

to be put on during this year and we 

are happy to say that we have now 

successfully cast through to our Au-

gust production. There is still time to 

get involved with Haunting Julia by 

Alan Ayckbourn directed by John 

Miles due to be performed at the Ice 

Factory Theatre in September. If you 

wish to find out more John has left 

copies of the script in the box office 

for reading by anyone – please just 

sign them out so that we know where 

they are. Dates for reading and audi-

tion are shown elsewhere in this 

Prompt. In November we are very 

pleased that Steph Austin has agreed 

to direct My Old Lady by Israel 

Horovitz, as this is the first time she 

has directed at the Ice Factory Thea-

tre. 

 

Thank you to everyone who came to 

the Legacy meeting and we were 

very pleased to hear your sugges-

tions, which have all been discussed 

by the committee. A summary of 

these are to be sent to everyone, to-

gether with a copy of the slides for 

anyone who was not able to attend, 

and the committee will keep you up-

dated on progress made.  

 

When you are next at the Ice Factory 

Theatre you will see a big change in 

the auditorium as the lighting trusses 

have now been extended into the area 

at the back of the original performance 

stage. Following discussions with several 

directors it was agreed that this now gives 

more flexibilty for staging different set 

designs and following many hours of 

work by Daniel Saint, Dave Renwick, his 

son Greg and a valuable bit of well timed 

assistance by Peter Whittle, it was ready 

for Mind The Gap by Arne House Pro-

ductions. This was a very well thought out 

production about dementia, which we un-

derstand can be very disturbing for many 

people, but if you didn’t manage to see 

there are still a few seats for the Chud-

leigh dates. 

 

We owe a big thank you to all of these 

gentlemen as they put in over 50 hours 

between them to achieve the change. It is 

hoped that in the near future we shall be 

able to upgrade many of the lights and 

hopefully sell off the older lamps that 

came with us from the Carlton Theatre, 

but I’ll leave that to the ‘technical’ team’! 

This does not stop any director from put-

ting a back/black cloth up if they wish to 

use the back area as originally planned so 

we feel that we now have the best of both 

worlds.  

T 

he Merchant of Venice set will be using 

the back area as well as removing some 

side chairs and a row of seats to enable 

actors to gain access to the area behind 

the seats, to give a variety of entrances. 

This was always the intention with our 

studio theatre to be able to bring a variety 

of ways of staging the performances. 

Continued on Page 2 

I N S I D E  T H I S  

I S S U E :  

Chairman’s Mes-

sage continued 

2 

Help Needed 2 

”Mind the Gap 

“Review 

3 

Programme 2018 4 

Production News 5 

Who’s Who at 

Teignmouth 

 Players ? 

6 

General Meeting 

Action Plan 

7 

Membership 8 

Theatre Hire 8 

Contact Us 8 

  

  

Chairman’s Message 

Prompt 
The Ice Factory Theatre  

March 2018 

M
e

rc
h

a
n

t o
f V

e
n

ic
e

 O
p

e
n

s
 6

th
 M

a
rc

h
 G

e
t Y

o
u

r T
ic

k
e

ts
 N

o
w

 



lk 

We also now have a set of radios to be 

used by the Stage Managers, Front of 

House and technical crew that will be in 

use for Merchant Of Venice. Training 

will be given to those who require it. 
 

We hope to be able to advise some dates 

soon for the first of our technical training 

workshops for lighting and sound, and 

are very pleased that more people have 

come forward to offer their services.   It 

was definitely a family affair for Mind 

the Gap with Dave Renwick as Stage 

Manager, as well as appearing in this 

play, his wife Chrissy on lights and their 

son Greg on sound.  We are still looking 

for volunteers for technical crew for The 

Woman who Cooked Her Husband, so if 

you have a wish to be involved please 

contact Pauline Dean, the production co-

ordinator. Again training can be given, 

and if you do not want to learn how to 

programme the desks, we would still be 

very pleased to see if you are available to 

operate the equipment for performances.   
 

We are now looking at the 2019 pro-

gramme and are very pleased that Laraine 

Ferguson will once again be gathering 

and collating all the information, so 

please get your ideas ready for that eve-

ning. 
 

We hope to see you all in March for Mer-

chant of Venice, which includes 3 young 

members of Teignmouth Players, includ-

ing two Tykes. We are also still looking 

for many more people to volunteer for 

F.O.H. Box Office and bar Duties. 

 

Joan 

Help Needed 
 

At the Legacy meeting several people 

commented that they would be happy to 

assist in different areas if they were actu-

ally asked. Well here I am asking once 

again! 

 

WE DESPERATELY NEED MORE 

PEOPLE TO ASSIST WITH THE 

DAILY BOX OFFICE DUTIES 

WHICH IS ONLY 2 HOURS PER DAY 

MONDAY TO SATURDAY. IT GIVES 

THE OPPORTUNITY TO MEET 

NEW PEOPLE, SHOW THE PUBLIC 

AND POTENTIAL MEMBERS 

AROUND OUR ICE FACTORY 

THEATRE AND PROMOTE AND 

SELL TICKETS TO OUR SHOWS. 

YOU DO NOT HAVE TO COMMIT 

TO A REGULAR SHIFT BUT IF YOU 

ARE WILLING ALL THE BETTER, 

ESPECIALLY SATURDAYS. 

 

 

ORGANISING THE ROTAS 

 

Are you a good organiser? Are you happy 

to use a computer? Are you able to spare a 

few hours to work from home or in the 

office? 

 

Every month we are very pleased that we 

usually have an event at our theatre but we 

do need to arrange for member volunteers 

to do Box Office, Bar and Front of House. 

This means contacting those members 

who have expressed an interest in these 

areas and arrange to fill the relevant du-

ties. For Merchant of Venice in March we 

still need to cover several days and this 

could mean phone calls too, if responses to 

email have not been successful. Please 

contact Joan if you are willing and able to 

help in any way. 

Chairman’s Message 

Continued 

P A G E  2  



T H E  I C E  F A C T O R Y  T H E A T R E   P A G E  3  

“Mind The Gap” At The Ice Factory - Review by Geoffrey Wildey 

One of the most thought provoking, yet sympathetically produced productions was presented at The Ice 

Factory in Teignmouth for three nights from 22nd to 24th February. 

Billed as a short story with songs, this strong and tastefully scripted piece was written and composed by 

local playwright Peter Whittle, developed from an original song entitled “I Remember” composed by Peter 

in collaboration with Colin Hazel. 

The story revolves around Audrey, a mother, who is going through stages of dementia, this role was beau-

tifully played by Jane Anderson-Brown, acting and singing throughout with tremendous control and feeling. 

As her harassed daughter, Libby, Angela Healy portrayed the torment in both dialogue and song this char-

acter was experiencing watching her mother change with every visit.  When she was teaching her mother 

to dance again was a light hearted piece of theatre.  These two actresses deserved the applause they re-

ceived throughout the performance. 

Dave Renwick in the cameo role of the general handyman, William Padgett, gave a convincing perform-

ance together with Laura Scales as the kind, trying to be helpful, Social Worker, Jennifer Morris. 

Naturally the music played an important part in creating the atmosphere throughout the story telling so the 

professional musicianship was provided by Peter Whittle on piano and clarinettists Sarah Dean and Rich-

ard de la Rue. 

Daniel Saint provided lighting design whilst Chrissie and Greg Renwick were responsible for operating the 

lighting and sound which set the mood for each little vignette which formed the whole short play. 

The overall vision for this moving play was undoubtedly due to the skilful direction of Hilary Townsend and 

the audience left with much food for thought. 

“Mind the Gap” was a theatrical experience not to be missed but, if for any reason you missed seeing this 

production in Teignmouth, you have another chance on Saturday 3rd and Sunday 4th March, these per-

formances will be at the Woodway Room in Chudleigh. 

I hope this powerful piece of theatre continues to receive the attendances and success it deserves. 

Thanking all connected with Arne House Productions for an interesting evening to remember.   

Geoffrey Wildey 

 

 Composer & Playwright, Peter 
Whittle, with the cast of “Mind the 
Gap” 
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The Merchant of Venice  
Directed by Jon Miles 6-10 March 
 

 
The Woman Who Cooked Her Husband  
Directed by Paul Loveless 15-19 May NEW DATE 
 
 
Mindgame 
Directed by Ken Swan 12-16 June 
 
Tykes Drama Festival  
Directed by Rachel Swain 18-20 July 
 
Blackadder Goes Forth 
Directed by Amy Burton-Smith 22-25 August 
 
 
Haunting Julia 
Directed by John Miles 25-29 September 
 
 
My Old Lady 
Directed by Stephanie Austin 6-10 November 
 
 
2018 Panto  —  Aladdin 
Directed by Amy Burton-Smith Dates TBC 

Productions 2018 
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Merchant of Venice 

Rehearsals are coming on nicely and I think 
we can promise you a memorable show. 
 
However, we are still looking for someone to 
play Balthazar and who will double up as a 
servant.  They are small parts so quite easy 
to learn given the short time left. 
 
Please either contact Jon Miles on 
miles_jon@hotmail.com or me on marga-
ret29@mypostoffice.co.uk or 07525725016. 
 
If you aren’t available for the performance (6

th
 

to 10
th
 March) please ask around to anyone 

you think maybe interested. 
 
Many thanks 
 
Margaret Long 
Production Co-ordinator 
  

Haunting Julia—Audition 

Just a reminder about the second auditions tak-
ing place on Sunday 4

th
 March at 2.30 at The Ice 

Factory. 
 

In a nutshell, Haunting Julia is by playwright Alan 
Ayckbourn. It is about Julia Lukin, a nineteen-
year-old brilliant musician who committed suicide 
twelve years earlier, who haunts the three men 
closest to her, through both the supernatural and 
in their memories. 
 

The men are Julia’s father, her boyfriend and a 
medium. 
 

If this is something you think you might be inter-
ested in or would just like to know more, but can’t 
make Sunday, please contact John Miles on 
johnmilesandmiles@gmail.com 

 

Hope to see you there. 
 

Margaret Long 

Production Co-ordinator 

 
What a terrific response to the reading and 
auditions for this final element of our Blackad-
der Trilogy. 
 
Director, Amy Burton-Smith and her fellow 
audition panel members, were spoilt for 
choice and had a hard time in deciding who to 
cast in the various roles.  The full cast list will 
appear in next month’s Prompt. 
 
Chairman, Joan Holloway, was also delighted 
at the turn out and the fact that seven new 
members have joined TP as a result of this 
production.  What’s more, some of them have 
already expressed an interest in getting in-
volved with other productions at the Ice Fac-
tory, both on and off stage. 

Blackadder Goes 

Forth 
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Who’s Who 

Last date for submissions for 

 April Prompt: 

25th March 2108 

This repeating feature for new members and anyone in need of a quick 
contact reference.    

Teignmouth Players Box office -  call 01626 778991 Open daily 10-12 
(not Sundays) 

President:    Roger Smith 

Chair:     Joan Holloway     chair@teignmouthplayers.com  

Vice:    Dave Renwick     tech@teignmouthplayers.com 

Treasurer    Pauline Dean      treasurer@teignmouthplayers.com 

Secretary:      Margaret Long     admin@teignmouthplayers.com  

Wardrobe:   Jane Athey        info@teignmouthplayers.com  

Marketing & PR: Paul Loveless      info@teignmouthplayers.com  

Theatre Coordinator:  Margaret Long. admin@teignmouthplayers.com 

To book our theatre venue contact:       book-
ings@teignmouthplayers.com  

For our youth section Tykes Contact   Rachel Swain 07970 557 508. 

Editor of Prompt   - email   dave_renwick@hotmail.com who welcomes 
contributions  from all members (subject to editorial discretion). 
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Merchant of Venice      

Left to right.  

Abi Kirk-Thomas 

(Nerissa),  

Josh Powell-Morris 

(Gratiano),  

Nicole Davall (Portia),  

Morley Atkins (Lorenzo), 

 Holly Booker (Jessica),  

Ben Miller (Bassanio).  

Opens 6th  March at  

The Ice Factory Thea-

tre 

7:30 Nightly until 10th 

March with Saturday 

matinee at 2:30  

Detailed below are the key actions that came out of the General Meeting held on 6th February: 

 

1. Finalise decision on where bulk of legacy is to be invested - this is still ongoing in conjunc-
tion with Independent Financial Advisors, in line with Charity Commission requirements; 

2. Investigate cost of purchasing and resale value of freehold, almost as an academic exer-
cise at present as there is no immediate intention to go down this route; 

3. Investigate possibility of acquiring footpath and then smartening it up; 
4. Increase marketing spend to attract new members and new audiences; 
5. Investigate possibility of improving entrance and potentially relocating the Box Office down-

stairs; 
6. Spend a relatively small amount of the legacy on infrastructure improvements (capital not 

revenue expenditure) to make IF safer, more effective and more appealing; 
7. Reinstate a programme of social events to try to bring members together and develop 

more of a club atmosphere; 
8. Erect a plaque to the memory of the late Harold Hayden in the bar. 
 
If you have expertise in any of these areas and wish to assist the committee in implementing 
any of these actions, please contact any member of the committee or email 
info@teignmouthplayers.com 
 

We will provide an update on these actions to members in the April edition of Prompt and 
monthly thereafter. 

General Meeting Action Plan 
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The Ice Factory Studio Theatre 

Rear of 10 Somerset Place 

Teignmouth 

Devon 

TQ14 8EN 

Phone: 01626 778991 

E-mail: info@teignmouthplayers.com 

Registered as a charity No. 1176546 

Teignmouth Players 

Live theatre at The Ice Factory 

Membership 

The Membership Year runs from July to June, and the sim-

plest way to renew your subscriptions (£25  for the current 

year) if you have not already done so, is by electronic 

transfer directly into the Teignmouth Players bank ac-

count.  Details are: 

Acc. Name - Teignmouth Players Amateur Dramatic 

Society. 

Sort code   77-10-13 

Acc. no. 27931060.  

Please include your name in the 'reference' box so we 

can correctly identify payment.  Alternatively you can call in 

to the Ice Factory office between 10 and 12 each morning 

(except Sunday) and pay by cash or cheque.   Our data-

base will then be updated and you will receive your Mem-

bers' Information Booklet with vouchers to use at the 

Ice  Factory Bar, together with your membership card, 

which entitles you to a 10% discount on your ticket for 

Teignmouth Players productions at the Ice Factory, 

and  complimentary programme. 

 

New members pay an additional one-off £5.00 administra-

tion fee, and the subscription amount is on a pro-rata basis 

for the first year, depending on when they join.  For exam-

ple, someone joining in January will pay £12.50 for mem-

bership to the end of the Membership Year (June), plus 

£5.00 admin fee, and then £25.00 for the following and 

subsequent full year's  membership. 

Teignmouth Players is registered with HMRC for the Gift 

Aid Scheme, which means we can claim back 25p in every 

£1.00 of membership subscriptions.   If you are a UK tax-

payer you can help us maximise our entitlement to this tax-

free Government 'hand-out' by printing off and completing 

the Gift Aid form  ( available by email or from the office ) 

and handing it in to the Ice Factory office. 

Theatre Hire 
The Ice Factory Theatre in Somerset Place, 
Teignmouth is the home of the Teignmouth 
Players 

Why not hire space at the Ice Factory for your 
event? 

The building has a 50 seater studio theatre. 
There is also a large downstairs room suitable 
for Coffee Mornings, Bingo, meetings, rehears-
als etc. 

To enquire about our hire rates, or to book the 

space for your event please email: 

bookings@teignmouthplayers.com 

mailto:bookings@teignmouthplayers.com

